
 

 

 

 

 

There have been many changes in the Parish in the past year and we 
would like to welcome our two new Parish Councillors: Olivia Marsh and 
Robert Moore. They join Chairman Pam Skeggs, Vice Chair Barbara 
Thomas, Peter Hobson, Kim Morrice, Trevor Smith, Paul Thapar and our 
Parish Clerk Susan Mears. We can all be contacted via the Clerk 
clerk@stippolyts-parishcouncil.org.uk, P. O. Box 287, Hitchin, Herts. SG4 
7WT . Or just chat to us on the street when you see us! 

 

 

 

 

We would also like to welcome other new members of our community, 
the new Vicar Rev. Ginni Dear, Heather who has taken over St Ippolyts 
Stores, Sue and Roger who are now running The Bird in Hand, Stuart at 
Hitchin Veterinary Surgery and also to anyone else who has moved into 
our beautiful parish. We hope that everyone will enjoy living here and 
will be soon become part of our community. 
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PARISH COUNCIL 

Finances 

During the last financial year (2015/16) your Parish Council incurred 
payments of £33,933.36 and receipts of £35,272.68 including precept 
£22,000. The accounts are independently audited with report and notice 
of conclusion. 

Each year your Council agrees a budget for its 
estimated expenditure for the forthcoming financial 
year, commencing 1 April. This budget sets the amount 
to be requested from North Hertfordshire District 
Council the “precept” which is raised through the 
council tax. The precept for 2016/17 was increased to 
£25,000. For details of the break down please visit 
website: www.stippolytsparishcouncil.org.uk/finances.php 

Dates of Parish Council Meetings 

Meetings are held in St Ippolyts Parish Hall committee rooms on Monday 
7 November 2016, Mondays 9 January, 13 February, 13 March, 10 April, 8 
May, 12 June, 10 July, 11 September, 9 October, 13 November 2017 and 
start at 7.30pm (except  the April meeting starting at 7.15pm.) 

The agendas and approved or draft Minutes are displayed on Council 
notice-boards and website www.stippolyts-parishcouncil.org.uk 

There is always an Agenda item for Public Participation where residents 
can ask questions and raise issues but 
it would be helpful if you could 
contact Clerk prior to the 
meeting. Parish Council meetings are 
open to members of the public and 
press so you are most welcome to 
come along. 

 

http://www.stippolytsparishcouncil.org.uk/finances.php


St Ippolyts Neighbourhood Plan  

Preparation of the St Ippolyts Neighbourhood Plan is steadily 
progressing.  The speed we can do this is largely dictated by progress with 
NHDC's Local Plan which is mentioned elsewhere in the Newsletter.  This 
is because the Neighbourhood Plan has to be consistent with the Local 
Plan so we need to know what that will look like first.  

In the meantime we have been getting on with the consultation we need 
in order find out what you all want the Neighbourhood Plan to say.  The 
main part of this was the questionnaire we delivered to every home in 
the Parish last Easter.  We had an excellent response to this with over half 
of residents responding to tell us their views.  The 
responses have been analysed by a market 
research firm and their report has been posted on 
our website which you can access and download. 

The next step is to prepare the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan which we will be doing over 
the Autumn. This will take account of the 
feedback from the questionnaire and other 
consultations we have conducted over the last 
year as well as the draft Local Plan being prepared by NHDC.  Once the 
Neighbourhood Plan has been drafted we will ask you again for your 
views before the final version is prepared and submitted for approval by 
an independent planning expert appointed by NHDC.  The final step will 
be a local referendum organised by NHDC where a simple majority is 
required for the plan to be officially adopted.   

Many thanks to everyone who took 
the time to complete and return 
the questionnaire. It will be a great 
help as “evidence” when the final 
plan is drawn up and submitted. 



Olivia Marsh, Parish Councillor, St Ippolyts Parish (North Ward)  

“I am enormously pleased to have been 
co-opted this year to represent the North 
Ward of St Ippolyts at Parish 
Council. Having lived in St Ippolyts for 
over 20 years, attended Kingshott School 
and being a 3rd generation Marsh in the 
Parish, I couldn’t be prouder to represent my local community. In my 
time as a Parish Councillor I hope to accurately represent those within 
my Ward, whilst encouraging greater youth engagement in Parish 
matters, safe guarding our rural environment and promoting local 
businesses.” 

 

 

 

WHAT IS 105?  

105 is a new three-digit number that people can call to report or get 
information about power cuts. You can also call 105 with any welfare 
concerns related to a power cut, or if you are worried about the safety of 
over or underground electricity cables or substations. 105 is free of charge 
and will put you through to your electricity network operator. You can 
call 105 from most landlines and mobile phones. It was launched in 
September 2016 and is available to people in England, Scotland and 
Wales. The website is powercut105.com providing people with more 
information and signposting them to their network operator. 

 



NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE LOCAL PLAN 2011-2031 

The Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft was approved at a special 
Cabinet meeting on 26 September. The Plan sets out how NHDC 
proposes to balance the need for development in order to provide new 
homes and employment in the district to meet local needs along with 
additional homes to provide for Luton’s unmet housing. The Local Plan 
aims to provide for 15,950 homes in North Hertfordshire up to 2031. 

 In St Ippolyts there are two distinct settlement boundaries for part of 
Gosmore village with adjoining housing estate and part of St Ippolyts 
village. 

 Site SI1 Land south of Waterdell Lane has been reduced in size 
with dwelling estimate reduced to 40 homes. 

 Site SI2 Land south of Stevenage Road with dwelling estimate 
reduced to 12 homes. 

There is also Site HT2 Land north of Pound Farm within revised Hitchin 
settlement boundary with dwelling estimate increased to 84 homes. 

(The 
hatched 
areas are 
the 
conservation 
areas) 

 

 

The next stage will be a statutory 6 week period of public consultation 
beginning in mid October. The Plan will be considered again by Full 
Council in early 2017 before it is submitted to the Secretary of State for 
examination next spring. The documents are available on 
website www.north-herts.gov.uk 

http://www.north-herts.gov.uk/


ST IPPOLYTS CHURCH 

Hello from Reverend Ginni 

Last year’s newsletter had a farewell from 
Reverend Ann as she continued to follow 
God’s call in pastures new so this year it’s a ‘Hello’ from me as I step into 
her breach and begin my ministry here in St. Ippolyts!  

It has been a crazy couple of months of settling into my new house, 
meeting many new people and trying to find my way around the parish 
but it’s already beginning to feel like home and I feel truly blessed to 
have been called to such a lovely place. My heartfelt thanks go to all of 
you who have gone out of your way to make me feel so welcome and I 
am especially grateful to the Churchwardens and the PCC for their hard 
work and kindness towards me as I settle in. 

I’m very much looking forward to getting to know you all, 
regardless of whether you come to church or not, so please 
send me an email if you would like me to pop in and say 
hello. I’m doing my best to remember everyone’s names but 

I seem to be having a tougher job putting the right names to the right 
faces – bear with me, I’ll get there eventually!!! 

With love. Ginni  

Toddler service 

 Every alternate Wednesday 
(during school terms) we meet at 
9.00am for a drink and a chat with 
a service at 9.30 lead by Revd Ginni. On the other weeks the service will 
be on Fridays at 10.00 lead by parents/carers. All babies and pre school 
children plus their grown ups are welcome. Please come along if you are 
interested, or contact Revd Ginni. (Printed lists of the dates and times can 
be found on the Toddlers noticeboard in the church). 

 



 Bell Ringing in St Ippolyts. 

You may have heard the bells of St Ippolyts ringing at various times and 
wondered why they are being rung. On a Sunday it is likely to be for a 
service; we try to ring for about half an hour before services but can’t 
cover every week so we try to cover the 9.30 services on the first and 
third Sundays. On Wednesdays it will be our practice night that you hear. 
Once we have learnt to handle (or control) the bells we practice together 
to learn our ‘tunes’ which are called methods. There may be special 
practices for various reasons, and special ringing for events and these can 
happen on any day. Weddings are important ringing events and the 
custom at St Ippolyts – and this area generally – is to ring the couple out 
of church to announce to the world that they have got married. We may 
have visitors ringing because ringers like to ring at different towers to find 
out how different bells ring and sound. These outings bring people from 
all over the country, and sometimes from abroad, to ring our bells. In 
general we get very favourable comments from our visitors. 

The saying goes that if you can ride a bicycle you should be able to learn 
to ring bells – it is that sort of skill; once you have learned to ring you will 
be able to pick it up again even after a long time. We teach at St 
Ippolyts and have people at all stages of 
learning ringing with us. Once you have 
learned the basics of handling the bells you 
can embark on a life-time of learning more 
and more methods of increasing difficulty. We 
are always looking for new ringers so if you are 
interested please get in touch with me, 
Shelagh Cox, preferably through my e-mail 
shelaghcox@lineone.net . You will find yourself joining a group of 
enthusiastic ringers from all walks of life and with a good age spread. 

 

 

 



St Ippolyts Church Nativity Crib Festival  

3rd and 4th December 11-5 

Aren’t Crib sets a bit boring?  

Come along to our Nativity Crib Festival and 
we’ll prove otherwise! 

Every year we get more and more cribs (last year we lost count at 130) 
and they are all different! Different in size from a scene carved inside a 
wooden egg the size of a quail’s egg to ones over a foot high. Different in 
age from family heirlooms to the scenes made by the Beavers or 
Brownies. Different in the materials they are made from, who knew you 
could make a Nativity set out of citrus peel? Above all they each have a 
different story written on a card beside them. One wonderful story told 
about a set at our first festival in which the twin boys who owned the 
Playmobile Nativty set had found that baby Jesus fitted inside their toy 
cars and went zooming around the house. Another, made of newspaper 
told of how a poor shepherd had been nibbled by the mice. 

All these sets are displayed in our lovely medieval church with as many 
fairy lights, baubles and tinsel as we can possibly squeeze in. 

If you have been before will your favourites be there? Who knows? We 
certainly don’t until they arrive at the church when we set up. We do 
know that we will have some different sets, one of the organisers has 
inherited quite a few sets, another was given another one last Christmas 
(yes everyone knows we are a little obsessed with them). We will also 
have a Mystery Crib set, I received a phone call last Christmas saying that 
they had a crib set for us for the next festival and this was duly left on my 
doorstep, unfortunately my household was in considerable turmoil and 
no details were taken – whose it is remains a mystery! 

Entry is £2.50, children are free. Tea/ coffee and delicious cakes are 
available. For more details contact Barbara. Barbara.thomas@live.co.uk 
01462 421647 

mailto:Barbara.thomas@live.co.uk


From The Church Wardens 

Last year the Benefice was just entering a period of vacancy as the Revd 
Ann Pollington was leaving to take up a new position. 

From 17th November 2015 the two churchwardens were charged with 
running the church and this included organizing services, weddings, 
baptisms and funerals. It certainly has been a challenging time but 
thankfully with the help of clergy from the Hitchin Deanery and, in 
particular, the Rural Dean, the Revd Dr Jane Mainwaring, there has been 
no disruption to the running of the church. The process of actually getting 
a new vicar has been time consuming starting with the putting together 
of a Parish Profile, which is basically a marketing document for the 
Benefice. A copy of this can be seen on the church web site. The 
advertising process started in the New Year and eventually 5 
applications were received. Three candidates were interviewed and, as 
you are aware, the Revd Ginni Dear joined us on 1st August as our new 
vicar. We are all looking forward to working with Ginni. 

During the year we have had a few changes to the 
fabric of St Ippolyts Church. Roland Bailey, from our 
community, has made beautiful oak doors for the 
South Porch; this is as well as the alterations he has 
made to the pews at the North Porch to allow the 
installation of a wheeled access for the church.  

Our church lighting was also becoming a problem with constant bulb 
changes. It was therefore decided to install new LED lighting. Our new 
lighting is certainly an improvement and allows various lighting modes to 
be used to suit the use of the church.  

We welcome everyone to join our church community and if you want to 
know what is happening visit the St Ippolyts Church web site, 
http://www.stippolytschurch.org.uk 

 

 

http://www.stippolytschurch.org.uk/


 The Friends of St Ippolyts Church 

The Friends of St. Ippolyts was “born” in the early 
1960s, and was the idea of Doris Quin, wife of the then 
Vicar, Eric Quin. 
The idea was for two of the Friends each fortnight to arrange flowers by 
the Altar & Pulpit, though not during Advent & Lent. Mrs. Andrews 
cleaned the Church, she has recently retired after over 60 years of service 
to the Church, and the Friends, when on duty, helped by cleaning the 
Chancel. They also take home any dirty altar linen to wash and iron. At 
festivals a bigger band of Friends turn up to help decorate the Church.    
We now have 3 meetings a year, and on Wednesdays during Lent we 
provide a lunch of home-made soup with bread in the Parish Hall, and 
the proceeds from this are given to charity. Occasionally there are Coffee 
mornings, Lunches & Tea Parties, and the money raised then is used to 
buy the cleaning materials etc. for the Church. We also give the Paschal 
Candle each year. New members are always most welcome and if you 
are interested please contact Mrs. Frances Williams, our present 
Chairman, on 01462 434762.  
 

 COMMUNITY  LUNCHES  

Community lunches take place in the Parish 
Hall on the first Wednesday of each month 
(except in Lent when there are Soup lunches 
every Wednesday) at 12.45.  The average 
number is between 30 and 40 and it is a great opportunity to meet up 
with friends and neighbours - and others whom you may not have met - 
over a 2-course lunch, always delicious, and coffee or tea.  This is always 
a very friendly and cheerful occasion – in the Hall and also in the kitchen!  
The lunch is cooked and served by groups in the village or those who use 
the Hall.   Do come and have lunch – at £3 it is very good value – or if 
you would like to join in and help please ring Anne Steel (01462 432117 – 
and also ring her re the December lunch) 

 



POLICE REPORT 2016 FOR ST IPPOLYTS. 

Sadly this will be the last address from me as I plan to retire in January 
2017. May I say it’s been a privilege to have been your local officer for the 
past 12 years. 

Looking at the crime statistics for this last year in comparison to the 
preceding 12 months, crime levels remain consistently low. For the period 
between 03/09/2014-03/09/2015 there were 36 recorded crimes. Most 
notable were 4 burglaries( not in a home), 1 theft from a motor vehicle, 1 
interference with a motor vehicle and 3 criminal damages. This current 
year for the same period there were 4 burglaries (2 of which were 
dwelling burglaries), 2 theft from motor vehicles and 4 criminal damages. 

 We must not get complacent, but these figures do demonstrate what a 
safe and pleasant place St Ippolyts is to reside in. On the same theme I 
am not aware of any major anti-social problems for the past year. We 
did experience some off road bikers riding over the fields farmed by Bill 
Taylor but we manage to stop a few riders and hopefully resolve the 
problem. 

In fact most of the problems identified have been in the surrounding 
rural areas. For some reason this year we have experienced an increase in 
Hare coursing and poaching offences. We continue to work closely with 
farmers and gamekeepers to respond and detect these offences and 
deter offenders from coming into our area. 

 I would urge people to be watchful against fraud. I think people are 
more aware of some of the various frauds that are around, but there are 
so many and the fraudsters are becoming more sophisticated, we need to 
be on our guard. Generally if something seems to be good to be true, 
think twice. 

 

Chris Suckling Pc 1690   



ST IPPOLYTS SCHOOL   

St Ippolyts School is a very vibrant, busy place.  
The School continues to promote an exciting 
learning environment with an interesting and 
creative curriculum.  The children are given many and varied 
opportunities.  These include workshops, visits, school trips etc.  School 
trips have included educational visits to the Discovery Story Centre, the 
Natural History Museum at Tring, Woolgrove School’s outdoor learning 
environment and there is the annual residential trip for 
the older children to PGL. This term has also seen the 
whole school theatre trip to see ‘Joseph and his Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcoat’ at Milton Keynes, a fantastic 
experience enjoyed by all, made all the more special 
because it was the whole school together as one unit.  

There have been numerous workshops for music, dance, sport, art and 
science.  Luke Temple, the author, visited the school and worked with the 

children.  The choir sang at Reverend Ann’s 
leaving service and also took part with the 
Hertfordshire schools at the Royal Albert Hall.  
They make their annual visits to the local nursing 
homes at Christmas. 

Anyone who has visited the school, will have seen the marvellous 
examples of work that the Arts and Science days produce, the effort that 
everyone puts into the World Book Day and the annual school 
production.  The school website provides a wonderful gallery of pictures 
of these events. 

The school continues to deliver the Explicit Values education programme, 
based on a half termly focus value.  Each value is linked to the 
curriculum, worship, a biblical text and where possible to a world-wide 
issue.  The inclusive, holistic and high quality teaching, which is 
underpinned by Christian values, enables all pupils to achieve to the best 
of their ability.   



I would like to thank all the staff for their 
continued hard work, enthusiasm and 
commitment and I would also like to convey 
our thanks to the PTA for working so hard to 
provide some of those “extra” opportunities 
for the children. 

 

The Governors wish Mrs Pepper and Mrs 
Wilson a well-earned, happy retirement – 
they have given many years of service to the 
school. 

 

Mrs PJ Thake 

Chair of the Governing Body 

 

 



KINGSHOTT SCHOOL 

School life at Kingshott is always busy and 
exciting and this past academic year has 
certainly been just that. 

In November 2015, we opened our new 
teaching block, the Robinson building.  Named after a former 
Headmaster and generous benefactor of the school, Mr Rowan Robinson, 
it now offers exceptional teaching facilities for Music, Art, Drama, I.T., 
Science and Food Technology.  On its upper floor specialist teaching class 
rooms for Maths, English, French, Latin, History and Geography all 
enhance our pupils’ learning experience. 

Standards of pupils’ achievement are high throughout the school with 
each pupil working to be ‘the best me I can be’.  Nine of our Year 8 
leavers won scholarship awards as they moved onto their Senior Schools 
which included St Mary’s School, Repton, King’s Ely, The Royal Masonic 
School, Bedford School, The Perse, Bedford Modern, St Albans School, The 
Leys, Stephen Perse Foundation, St Christopher School, Uppingham, 
Princess Helena College and St Francis School.  The whole school joined 
together at our annual Prize Giving at the end of term in July to wish 
them well. 

Many parents also joined us on 
this special occasion and enjoyed 
musical interludes performed by 
our pupils and revelled in the 
delights of an outstanding Art 
Exhibition featuring work of 
pupils aged 3 to 13.   

 

 

 



Whilst the performing arts were not represented on this occasion, we had 
enjoyed a captivating performance of ‘Joseph’ by our Year 3 and 4 pupils 
just days before and earlier in the year, Years 7 and 8 had entertained us 
with a production of ‘We will Rock you’.  
Year 1 and 2 children treated us to a 
‘spectacular’ show – literally! ‘Rainbow 
Spectacular’ with toe tapping tunes, 
fabulous singing and perfectly timed 
dancing kept us all entertained.  Plans are 
already afoot for the coming year’s productions, which will include a 
pantomime performed by staff! 

Opportunities for learning continued outside the classroom with a variety 
of day trips for our younger pupils and residential trips for our pupils in 
Years 4 to 8.  Our Nursery class children did not have to venture too far 
as they were visited by a ‘farm’ much to the delight of the children.  The 
wet, cold weather of early summer did not deter the children from 
interacting with a wide range of farmyard animals just outside their 
classroom.   

Our new school year has already got off to a flying start with a calendar 
packed with events and activities.   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FOOTBALL 

St Ippolyts United F.C. 

Following our successful first season we struggled 
somewhat to maintain our progress on the field in 
the season 2015/16, however, after a difficult start 
we improved significantly. We are looking forward to 
building on this for the season just started and we made a great start by 
winning our first game of the season. Our home games are held at the 
Recreation Ground with a kick off time of 10.30am - all supporters 
welcome, tea and coffee available! 

We held our second annual “Five a Side 
Tournament and Fun Day” in July. This is the 
largest senior tournament of its kind in 
Hertfordshire and attracted 24 teams which 
included local sides plus sides from 
Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Essex. 

Money raised from this event is used to continue to improve the 
Recreation Ground pavilion and also to renew club equipment. We 
would like to thank all those who supported the event with a special 
thanks to St Ippolyts Bowls Club for their continued support both on the 
day and ongoing and also to Kim and Charlie Morrice for their help and 
expertise. Planning has started for next year’s event and we are always 
looking for volunteers to help both prior to the day or on the day.  

We are also offering football training/coaching for the village children, 
school years 5, 6 and 7 on Saturday mornings 9.30 – 10.30 am under the 
guidance of Andy Parsons. 

Please contact us on the number below should you require any further 
information. 

Malcolm Parker 

07774 825030 



St Ippolyts F.C.  

St Ippolyts F.C. have begun their one hundred and thirteenth season well, 
with two wins from two games played in the Hertford and District 
League Division 4 and are looking to win a trophy or two for the village 
this season. The club is managed by Tom Maxwell and his assistant Dave 
Moulton and look to bring the old times and success back to the club 
which seem to have gone missing in recent years. 
Having two teams representing the village football wise, is so healthy for 
St Ippolyts. With the Sunday team being a credit to the village, it is now 
time I feel for the Saturday team to 
step up and put a marker down. 
The club would like to thank St 
Ippolyts Stores and Richard Taylor 
Travel for sponsoring the football club 
for the 2016/17 season. 

Tom Maxwell   

St Ippolyts Books 

We have stock of A School Remembers – St Ippolyts that 
includes Memories and Photographs 1846-1992 and some 
Parish Remembers – Ippollitts Memories and Photographs 
1900-1950 both compiled by Local History Group.  We would 
be delighted to give away copies to anyone interested but 

note there will be a charge for postage and packing – please contact 
Jean Williams 01462 454198  or Pam Skeggs. 

 GARDEN HOUSE HOSPICE  

Come along to our annual Arts, Craft & Design Fair. 
Saturday 29th October, 10am - 4pm at Letchworth Settlement. For more 
information contact Jordan Russell jordan.russell@ghhospice.co.uk 01462 
679540 There will be a wide variety of stalls selling hand made products. 
Admission is £2.50  Children Free. Tea, Coffee, cake and food available.  
 

mailto:jordan.russell@ghhospice.co.uk


ST IPPOLYTS PARISH HALL 

Never seen it?  Go for an explore and 
you will find it down a little track 
just after St Ippolyts Store on 
Waterdell Lane. You can also find it on line on our website 
www.stippolyts-hall.co.uk or on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/stippolytsparishhall. It’s a fantastic asset for our 
community having a large main hall with a stage, committee rooms, a 
well equipped kitchen and a good sized carpark. 

A band of voluntary Trustees manage the Hall who try to ensure that it 
is always bright and welcoming with an ongoing “to do” list. This year it 
was the turn of the foyer to get a new lick of paint and it is now a fresh 
duck egg and the main hall was also smartened up.  

The Hall is available for the whole community to use. It’s the meeting 
place for fourteen different clubs and groups from Aspire School of Dance 
to the W.I. Have a look on line to find more details – there is something 
for everyone. The Parish Council holds its meetings there, it’s the venue 
for our monthly community lunch and for weekly soup lunches in Lent. 
(We still have a few spaces for regular bookings during the day and 
three Wednesday evenings a month.) 

You can also book the Hall for private parties or 
meetings. So if you are planning a children’s party, a 
party for one of those birthdays with a zero in them, a 
wedding or an anniversary the Hall could be just what 
you want so come along and have a look.  

For more information about the Hall please contact our 
bookings secretary Sam Kelly 01462 423291 
info@stippolyts-hall.co.uk  

 

 

http://www.stippolyts-hall.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/stippolytsparishhall
mailto:info@stippolyts-hall.co.uk


Help us. It's really simple, and doesn't cost you anything. 
We are registered with easyfundraising.org.uk. If you 
use the internet to shop at all whenever you buy 

anything online you could 
be raising a free 
donation for St Ippolyts 

Parish Hall just sign up at 
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stippolytsparishhall.  

Christmas Fair  

Saturday 26 November from 2pm  
Come along to the annual Christmas Fair, there will be 
lots of stalls, face painting and Father Christmas will 
be waiting to see you in his fabulous Grotto (will you 
have been good enough to receive a lovely 
present?) Tea, coffee and lots of cakes will be 
available. Prize Draw at 4.30pm. 
 
 
Hitchin Ladies Bridge Club  

We meet every Monday afternoon from 13.30 until 16.30. 
We play Chicago bridge using the Acol bidding system. 
We have attracted a number of new members recently 
and are a lively friendly group which welcomes new 
members. Anyone interested should contact our Chair, 
Jenny Williams on 01462 612000 
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 4TH HITCHIN CUB SCOUT GROUP 
 
Cub Scouts, boys and girls, aged from 8 to 10 years 
meet at the Parish Hall every Monday evening from 

6.30 till 7. 40pm during term time. The Cubs work for a variety of 
badges and awards during the winter months. In the summer months we 
meet outside as often as we can. The Cubs enjoy a 
variety of new experiences, including canoeing, 
sailing, horse riding and fire lighting. We also have 
some meetings with the Beaver Scouts, campfires 
and a combined sports evening. Earlier in the year 
many of the Cubs took part in a weekend District 
Camp, where they learnt many new skills. 
If you have a child who would like to join us please 
contact Mr Paul Pinkstone 01462 457660 

 

 

BEAVER SCOUTS  

Beaver Scouts is for boys and girls aged between six and eight and takes 
place in the Parish Hall every Monday evening during school term time. 
Beavers take part in a wide range of activities including games, crafts, 
visits and good turns, along with plenty of outdoor activities. 

Some of the many highlights from the past year include 
taking part in the St George's day parade through 
town, camp fires, hikes, a sleepover, swimming, den 
building in the woods, astronomy and the Church Crib 
Festival. 

If you are interested in sending your child to Beavers or 
would like to know more about the group please contact Steve Cook 
on 01462 422427 or email: 4thhitchinbeavers@zoho.com.  

mailto:4thhitchinbeavers@zoho.com


BROWNIES 

We are a thriving Brownie 
group who meet in the village during term time.  In the past year we 

have enjoyed a variety of activities, the highlights 
have included making a crib for the Crib Festival, a 
Christmas sleepover, Thinking Day activities at The 
Priory School and a weekend camp at Whipsnade. If 
you are interested in joining, as a Brownie or as a 
Leader, please register your interest through our 
national website www.girlguiding.org.uk 

 

RAINBOWS 

This year Rainbows have been making crafts for lots of different 
celebrations such as Christmas, mother's day, father's day etc. We also 
play lots of games to help develop team work, leadership skills and 
individuality. We regularly walk around the village during meetings to 
explore our surroundings and can often be seen at the local park, 
weather permitting! We have taken part in the St Georges day parade 
and proudly flew our flag for St Ippolyts! We also took part in a fantastic 

day trip to Whipsnade Zoo with other members 
of girl guiding.  

We meet every Thursday 4.30 - 5.30 at St 
Ippolyts Parish Hall, for girls aged 5 - 7. All 
enquiries via kerriedommett@yahoo.co.uk or the 
girlguiding 'join us!' website please.  

 

 

 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/


ST. IPPOLYTS TABLE TENNIS CLUB 

We meet in St Ippolyts Parish Hall on Thursday evenings 8 pm. till 10 pm. 
(Just turn up no appointment needed) from September till Middle of 
May except for two weeks at Christmas. 

All levels of player and any age, young and old, 
are welcome just bring your own Table Tennis 
Bat & Ball and wear plimsolls or indoor sports 
footwear. (Under 16 years olds must register 
name and address information with club 
representative on arrival. Under 13 years must 

be accompanied by a responsible adult). 

Fees. Playing visitors (non members) £3.50 Club Membership (not 
compulsory) £56 per season. Junior (under 15 years) playing visitors £2 per 
evening. 

For more information contact Fred Gearing 01438 357310 Mobile 07860 
300928 Email Home f.gearing@btconnect.com . 

 
WI  

St. Ippolyts and Gosmore Women’s Institute was 
started in 1941 and continues to flourish.  We 
meet on the third Wednesday of each month, 
except August, at 7.45 p.m. in the Parish 
Hall.  We have a varied programme of speakers and other activities 
throughout the year.  We have a number of special interest groups 
including a book club, walking group, lunch group, craft group and 
gardening group.  Visitors welcome at our monthly meetings at £4.00 
per visit.  Prospective members may visit us three times before deciding 
to join.  For further details please contact Jane Guppy on 01462 452097 
or Cathryn Smith on 01462 456690. 

 



CHOIR ON FIRE  
Choir On Fire is an open access choir for children from 7 years  
old. We formed in September 2015 and meet once a week for an hour 
for each age group. Our approach is slightly different from traditional  
choirs. We wanted to offer a singing club which would encourage  
children unlikely to join a traditional choir to enjoy and participate  
in an innovative music activity. We believe that singing is for  
everyone, and that if you add a bit of movement and an element of 
fun; you get a musical performance which is engaging for both audience 
and performer. Our fantastic first year has seen us performing at Hitchin  
Christmas Lights event, Light up a life concert, a Music For Youth  
Festival and a fundraising concert for Rhythms of the World. We have  
limited places available for new members. 
Contact: Nicky Clark & Hannah Warne - email: 
choironfireyouth@gmail.com website: www.choironfire.co.uk 
facebook: choir on fire 
Meeting times - Thursdays term time: 6-7pm Fire Starters (age  
7 to 10 or up to yr 5)7-8pm Choir On Fire (year 6 and above) 
 

 

mailto:choironfireyouth@gmail.com
http://www.choironfire.co.uk/


COME DANCE WITH US BALLROOM DANCING 

Come Dance with Us has been running 
adult ballroom and Latin dance classes in 
St. Ippolyts Parish Hall on Monday 
evenings from 8.15pm – 10.00pm for over 
15 years. We are a relatively small, friendly 
group and our lessons are designed to suit those who have never danced 
before as well as those who wish to improve on their basic dance skills. 
Our lessons will introduce you to all styles of ballroom and Latin dancing 
whether it’s a Waltz, Quickstep, Foxtrot, Tango, Cha Cha, Rumba or Jive, 
there’s something for everyone to enjoy. We also teach a variety of 
Sequence Dances. 
Our routines will help you feel more comfortable on the dance floor at 
any social event or dance. There are no medals or exams, no sequins or 
glitter, just a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. 
If you would like to try ballroom dancing but not sure if it’s for you why 
not visit us during a Monday class, see what we do and join in if you wish. 
You may wish to visit our website: www.come-dance.co.uk or call Janice 
on 07811 053648 for further information or advice. 
 
NORTH HERTS DOG TRAINING CLUB 

 We are a local dog training club who have been providing training 
classes at St Ippolyts Parish Hall since the early 1960's and are run entirely 
by volunteers who are committed to helping people with their pet dogs.  
 We run classes from puppy to advanced on Tuesday and Friday 
evenings from 7.15 - 9.45 and have several very experienced trainers 
qualified in many different disciplines to teach and help you with your 
dogs. 
 We usually hold two Companion Dog Shows a year and are affiliated to 
the Kennel Club and as such have to abide by their rules. 
 We are committed to raising money for local dog 
charities and usually nominate two charities each 
year to benefit from our fund raising. 
 For further details about our club please visit our 
website  www.north-herts-dog-training-club.co.uk  
 

http://www.north-herts-dog-training-club.co.uk/


PETS CORNER 
 
Care filling your car with anti-freeze! 
Earlier this year we were presented with a little cat 
salivating profusely and having convulsions. Blood 
taken in-house showed that this feline had been exposed to ethylene 
glycol (anti-freeze) and despite our best efforts to save her, including 
intra-venous vodka, she unfortunately did not improve.  It only takes a 
tea spoon of anti-freeze to poison a cat (or dog) so be extremely careful 
filling your car and carefully hose down any spillages afterwards.  
Lungworm – a big killer! 
Dogs pick up lungworm from eating the intermediate hosts which are 
slugs and snails. This is a developing problem which is becoming more 
and more prevalent and we are now seeing lungworm cases regularly.  
Treatment, fortunately, is easy. Regular application of Advocate kills 
lungworm and keeps dogs safe. It also treats fleas, mange and other 
types of worms so all in all a very useful product! 

 
ST IPPOLYTS  BOWLS CLUB SEASON 2016  
 
This has almost certainly been the most 
successful season in the club’s history. 
 For the first time the club won the Stevenage 

Mixed League Knockout competition winning in the final 108-47 against 
Holwell. At the time of writing, the club stands level top of the Stevenage 
Mixed League with one game outstanding. 
The men reached the regional County final and the ladies reached the 
final of the fours in the North Herts League. 
Recruitment has continued apace with eighteen new members joining 
the club this year but those new to the game are always welcome and 
can enjoy the guidance of Bowls England coach Colin Davidson. The 
club’s website is www.stippolytsbowlsclub.org.uk or contact can be made 
by phone to Peter Belton at 01462 620816. Practice sessions take place 
on Thursday and Tuesday evenings with the Stevenage and Mixed 
League matches being played  on Saturday and Sunday afternoons. 

http://www.stippolytsbowlsclub.org.uk/


NATURE NOTES  
 

Last year I wrote how Peregrine Falcons appeared to 
have taken up residence at Little Wymondley sub-station. They have 
been there all year but we still have not been able to ascertain whether 
they are breeding. What a spectacular sight to see when they soar over 
St Ippolyts. Last winter we were fortunate to see four individuals 
swooping over the Church.  
Peregrines are not the only newcomers as Ravens are becoming more 
and more common. How wonderful to hear their ‘cronking’ as they fly 
overhead.  
Our resident Kestrels reared four young again this year. One looked like 
he might not make it but the attentive parents kept him supplied with 
small birds and rodents and he fledged a few days later than the others. 
 
The rest of our garden birds appear to have had mixed fortunes. Young 
Blackbird and Great Tit numbers have been down though Bullfinches 
have had a good year. Several family groups have been spotted in the 
Parish. One cannot fail to recognize their one note piping call. Green and 
Great Spotted Woodpeckers have had a good breeding season and it is 
interesting to note Treecreepers seem more common. Song Thrushes 
could be making a come back as I have regularly heard their non-
repetitive 3 or 4-note song. A Spotted Flycatcher nested at Little 
Almshoebury but unfortunately it is thought that the youngster failed to 
fully fledge. This migrant is becoming increasingly rare and very few have 
been around our parish. 
 
Have you noted how many Goldfinches are now 
frequenting our garden feeders? They appear to have 
forsaken niger seed in preference of sunflower hearts, this is 
a national trend. If you want to see these pretty birds try 
sunflower hearts. You might be lucky to have the parents turn up with 
their youngsters. Young Goldfinches lack the red face of the adult, and 
are often known as grey pates.  
 



I have not heard the Cuckoo in St Ippolyts this year though one was 
calling one sunny early May morning in Preston. The British Trust for 
Ornithology reported that one of their tagged cuckoos was back in its 
African wintering grounds in mid July.  
 
Butterfly and Moths were scarce during our wet spring and early 
summer. My moth trap did not see daylight until July, and amongst the 
usual suspects of Common Wainscott, Uncertain, and Brimstones there 
were an Apple Ermine and a Double Square Spot, both new for my 
garden. The moth tally for my garden now stands at 265 different 
species. Butterfly numbers have picked up with good numbers of 
Skippers, Marbled Whites, Holly Blues, Hedge Browns, Meadow Browns 
in Dell field with its invasive ragwort home to the Cinnabar Moth 
caterpillar. 
 
Summer is truly over, a lot of the migrants 
have departed and it will not be long 
before we hear the chack chack of the 
Fieldfares coming to strip our autumn fruits. 
There is always something to see around 
and about our parish, just keep looking!  
 
 
 
DOG FOULING IS FOUL 
Sadly our pavements and open spaces are 
increasingly being used as dog toilets. If you have 
a dog please be a responsible owner, pick up 
after your dog and place the bag in a bin, a dog 
bin or take it home (please don’t “decorate” our 
hedgerows with neatly tied plastic bags!) 
 
 
 
 



ST IPPOLYTS STORE 
 
Hello my name is Heather Marriott I 
am the new owner of the St Ippolyts 
Store and took over on the 11th of July. I 
have recently moved back from the 
far north of Scotland, where I studied business and management for four 
years at the University of the Highlands and Islands. Prior to that we had 
a small holding breeding highland cows, and sheep. 
 
It is the first time I have owned a shop and getting the shop refurbished, 
getting more variety of stock, keeping it well stocked and putting back 
into the community are my main priorities for the benefit of everyone. I 
am sponsoring Claire Ward towards her modern pentathlon, Hayley 
Ward for her equestrian eventing and St Ippolyts FC, and intend to 
support for local community causes and charities such as the children’s 
ward at the Lister hospital. I have also started to do a monthly raffle and 
donate the prizes to raise money to go towards these local causes, we 
raised £127.00 in September which will be divided up between these 
causes. Thank you all for participating in the raffle. 
 
Everyone in the community has been extremely nice and supportive of 
me and the store and I would like to thank you all for that and for 
putting up with the inconvenience caused whilst refurbing takes place. 
I would also like to thank Positive Property Services for their hard work 
and helping me with the refurbing, and my staff Liz, Sue and Debbie for 
staying on to work for me and for their hard work as the store has got 
busier, and for undertaking training to obtain certificates in food hygiene 
and safety, well done ladies. 
 
I intend getting out and about meeting the community, but haven’t had 
the time as things have been hectic. I will be supporting local business 
and introducing ranges of local producers. Thanks again and hope to 
meet you all soon. 
 



IN THE PAST 
 
Do you remember these cottages in Waterdell Lane? 
 
They used to stand on the open space at Gosmore crossroads. 
This picture taken in 1963 by Paul Bromfield is displayed along with other 
local scenes in The Bull. 
If you have any information about these cottages or any other old 
buildings in the parish, please contact Pam and Ray Skeggs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
          

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST IPPOLYTS 

Village Store 
 

LOTS OF LOCAL PRODUCE 

HOT & COLD PIES, PASTIES, ROLLS, 

HOT & COLD BEVEAGES, SOUP 
SPECIALITY BREADS, JAMS & HONEY 

PICKLESS & CHUTNEYS 

CAKES, PASTRIES, ICE CREAMS 
GROCERIES, HOUSEHOLD GOODS 

LOTTERY & TOP UPD 
 

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY ON PHONE ORDERS 

OVER £25 (01462 450778) 

 

OPENING TIMES 

6AM TO 7PM MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
7AM TO 5PM SATURDAY 

8AM TO 4PM SUNDAY 

 
SUPPORTING THE COMMUNITY 

SPONSORS OF THE ST IPPOLYTS  FOOTBALL 

TEAM 
CLAIRE WARD, MODERN PENTATHALON 

HALEY WARD, EQUINE EVENTING 

 

         

 

NEW CARS 
USED CARS 
SERVICING 

MOT 
CAR SPA 

34 Queen Street 
01462 441460 

 

http://www.thecaragents.com/contact-us
http://www.thecaragents.com/contact-us


SPONSORSHIP 

If you would like to 

promote your local 

company in next year’s 

newsletter please 

contact the Parish 

Clerk 01462 421409 

clerk@stippolyts-

parishcouncil.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bull Gosmore

British and local produce cooked to 

order, fresh fish every Wednesday, 

real ales, log fires, see website for 

details. 

 

www.thebullgosmore.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.thebullgosmore.com 

 

 

Whether you are looking for a romantic, idyllic 

venue to hold your wedding reception, or desire a 

fully catered marquee for your corporate event All 
Occasions is the company for you. 

Offering an organised, reliable and efficient service 

for all your outside event needs All Occasions is sure 

to make your event a success. 

www.alloccasionspartytents.co.uk 
01462 434593 mobile 07973 358652 or  

07768 962165 

mailto:clerk@stippolyts-parishcouncil.org.uk
mailto:clerk@stippolyts-parishcouncil.org.uk
http://www.alloccasionspartytents.co.uk/
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